
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL \>lATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 82-40

REVISED WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR

BOLINAS COMMUNITY PUBLIC UTILITIES DISTRICT
MARIN COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (hereinafter Board) finds that:

1. The Bolinas Community Public Utilities District (hereinafter
Discharger) owns and operates a municipal wastewater collection,
treatment and disposal system in Bolinas, Marin County.

2. The Discharger presently collects, treats and disposes approximately
30,000 gallons per day (gpd) of municipal sewage (average dry
weather flow) from some 150 residences of the sewered portion of the
community. The remainder of the community is served by private
on-site wastewater systems. Wastewater from the sewered area is
coJ.J.ected and pumped to a series of four oxidation ponds for
stabilization and storage, wi th ultimate disposal through pond
evaporation and spray disposal on some 45 acres of grassland. The
effluent spray disposal area and adjacent pond system are located
south of Mesa Road and east of Overlook Road, with drainage to
Bolinas Lagoon. Attachment A is a location map of these
facilities.

3. The Discharger's wastewater management system is designed to store
an average dry weather wastewater flow of 65,000 gpd, plus 65 inches
of rainfall (IOO-year seasonal rainfall), while maintaing a minimum
of two feet of freeboard. The ponds were designed to store these
flows for a 150-day wet season. The 45 acre grassland was designed
to dispose of the stored wet weather flows plus dry weather flow
during the seven month dry season.

4. The Discharger's was t ewa t er pond system experienced overflows during
the early part of the recent wet weather season. These overflows
occurred after all pond freeboard was utilized, after the dry
wea t he r spray field was saturated with treated effluent., and after
only the average se.asonal rainfall had occurred. Staff has r-cv i.ewed
the d i.s charge r I s facilities and conclude that the system is not
being maintained and operated in a manner to assure that was t.c
discharge requirements wi Ll, be met.

5. The Discharger's collection system has had several reported bypasses
of untreated sewage to Bolinas Lagoon since construction was
completed in 1975.

6. The discharge is presently covered by Regional Board Order Nn.
72-55, adopted on August 22, 1972.












